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)f Vilna, but many observers saw in it something like a dress
•ehearsal for the complete mobilization of the Polish Army.
The Marshal was attended by a large number of its highest
officers, as well as by Prystor and other members of the Govern-
nent. The troops were of all arms, including tanks, armoured
:ars and several squadrons of aeroplanes.
Reports of this military demonstration found an echo in Berlin,
where no doubt its significance was fully debated, particularly
as rumours of the imminence of a "preventive war" directed
against Germany were widely current. It was represented that
Pilsudski sounded France regarding her joint participation in
such a war, but finding her not feeling strong enough to engage
hi it, he had determined that Poland should undertake it alone.
That Germany feared a preventive war was made plain by a
statement of von Papen in a talk with Lord Newton in Berlin
on April 26. Newton's visit was a private one, and he held no
official position, but he had been connected with the British
Foreign office some years previously. To him Papen said:
The talk of a preventive war against Germany was prompted by the
fear that her inner regeneration would change Central European propor-
tions of power. Such talk was not only a crime against Germany and her
European mission, but a crime against the existence of European civiliza-
tion. The German Government would take all necessary measures to
enlighten world opinion about the source and the motives of such sinister
plans against world peace, and would take most rigorous measures to
preclude any possibility which would give occasion to foreign Powers to
realize such dark schemes. (The Times, April 28, 1933.)
Von Papen emphasized the pacific policy of which Hitler had
made repeated avowals; Germany, he declared, needed peace
more than any other State, and all steps likely to recover the
shattered confidence of the world were welcome; the aim of
German politics was the realization of full equality of rights
by peaceful methods. No mention of Poland seems to have been
made in this conversation, though with the agitation about the
frontiers and trouble again in Danzig she must have been in
their minds. The Disarmament Conference resumed on April 26,
the MacDonald plan being discussed, but from the start Germany
was resolute; it was rearmament, not disarmament, that was her

